
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 9, 2021 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in the Lord, 
 

 On November 22nd, 1925, the new church building at Our Lady of the Rosary Parish on 

Esplanade Avenue in New Orleans was formally dedicated by Archbishop Shaw. For nearly 100 

years, this beautiful temple dedicated to Our Lady of the Rosary has been the heart of the Bayou 

St. John neighborhood in Mid-City New Orleans. How many times have our hearts been lifted to 

God in prayer by the sight of our iconic dome rising above the buildings and trees of our 

neighborhood or by the bells as they remind us to pray the Angelus! 

 

 In the Spring of 2017, when I was informed that I would soon become pastor of the 

parish, I met with Msgr. Ken Hedrick, my predecessor, to begin learning about the parish and to 

get a sense of its people and its history. One of the important recommendations that Fr. Ken 

made to me in that meeting has remained in my mind ever since: to use the upcoming occasion 

of the 100th anniversary of the dedication of our church as an opportunity to tackle major 

repair, renovation, and improvement projects that ordinarily may not be feasible. It is my hope 

that our parish can plan and implement a significant restoration of our beautiful parish church so 

that it can continue to be a jewel of our neighborhood and our city for the next 100 years. 

 

 I have formed a committee of parishioners who will meet on Tuesday, May 18th to begin 

planning and discerning which projects will be included in this restoration. If you have any 

thoughts or questions, please reach out to me or any of these committee members: 

 

• John Bankston 

• Jim Danner 

• Pat Gootee 

• Lynda Lococo 

• Anita McCrossen 

• Lynn Parker 

• Elizabeth Rizzo 

• Andy Ryan 

 

       To Jesus through Mary,    

        
       Fr. Jonathan Hemelt 

       jhemelt@arch-no.org 
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